There is nothing but roguery to be found in villainous manfor it is a fact beyond dispute, that the brewer, the publican, the confectioner, the baker, the grocer, the sugar refiner, the sausage maker, the milkman, and even the druggist, can each, in his own particular way, perform his dangerous tricks of sophistication without calling for that active interference which the importance of the matter really deserves. True it is, that the government has, on various occasions, recognised the necessity for parliamentary interference; and that many statutes have been framed, ostensibly for the purpose of putting an end to such dishonest practices; but a slight examination of the question will show, that the laws so made are totally inoperative; for they have been constructed more with the view of enlarging the revenue derived from the excise, and of giving strength to an imperfect fiscal system, than in the hope of benefiting the public, or protecting the health of the community; and, consequently, no man fears to abuse them. In point of fact, it would appear from memoranda recorded from time to time on the Treasury Minutes, and also from statements lately made at public meetings, held in London and elsewhere, on the subject of the proposed duty on chicory, that the spirit of competition had become so strong, as to induce men of high standing in the mercantile world openly to abuse the law, by adopting a systematic plan of falsification and fraud. While such things are permitted, the community can have no protection from the more dishonest practices of less scrupulous traders.
But to go back to the question before us; it might, perhaps, be thought, that with such a list of authorities at our disposal, there was no necessity for the production of another work on the same subject, or even for the weekly reports of an "Analytical Sanitary Commission;" but a brief consideration of the extent to which the art of adulteration is carried, and a knowledge of the fact, that this art is practised, not merely by the small retailer, but likewise by the manufacturer and wholesale dealer, are enough to prove that public attention has not yet been sufficiently awakened to the serious nature of this matter ; and we trust that the remarks which we are about to make on the work before us, will not in any way tend to weaken the impression which an acquaintance with the facts therein mentioned must have on the reader's mind; for we perceive that we have a double duty to perform,?a duty which compels us to attach great importance to the subject-matter of Mr. Normandy's book,?and a duty that leads us to criticise, and it may be to find fault with, the way in which that matter is discussed.
A glance at the title of the work under examination, would lead us to believe that the contents were of a practical nature, and were well suited to the wants of both the merchant and the consumer. We regret, how- 
